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TOWN OF HANTSPORT
BY-LAW 2008-3
RESPECTING THE REGISTRATION AND REGULATION OF DOGS

The Council of the Town of Hantsport, in the Province of Nova Scotia, enacts as
follows:

Short Title:

1. This By-Law shall be known as and may be citedhe "Dog By-Law".
Interpretation:

2. In this By-Law:

2.1 "Dog" means any Dog, male or female, or angnahthat is the result of the breeding
of a Dog and any other animal.

2.2 “Dog Control Officer” means a peace officetadny-law enforcement officer
appointed pursuant to the Police Act, S.N.S.

2.3 “Disposed of” means put to death.

2.4 “Fierce or Dangerous Dog” means any Dog that ha
(a) Bitten a person or domestic animal,
(b) Approached any person in a vicious or terragananner in an apparent
attitude of attack;
(c) A known propensity, tendency or dispositiorattack, to cause injury to, or
otherwise endanger the safety of human beingsmedtc animals, or
(d) Is owned or harboured primarily for the purpo$®og fighting;
(e) Is trained for Dog fighting.

2.5 "Kennel" means any premises where Dogs areobegll or bred as a commercial
service or for sport or exhibition purposes foripas longer than 60 days.

2.6 "Municipal Staff" means those persons assidnyettie Town of Hantsport to
administer the provisions of this By-Law.

2.7 "Owner" of a Dog includes any person who pagsgdhas the care of, has the control
of or harbours a Dog and, where the person is amimcludes a person with the custody
of the minor.

2.8 "Town Office" means the administrative offidettoe Town of Hantsport located at
20 Main Street, Hantsport, Province of Nova Scotia.

2.9 “Runs at Large” A Dog Runs at Large in the Tafiantsport when the Dog is off
the property owned or occupied by the Dog’s Ownignaut the Dog being under the
control of some person by means of a harness sin.lea

3. Registration

3.1 Every Owner of a Dog, shall, on or before ir& flay of January in each year or
within ten (10) days of having become Owner, registich Dog with Municipal Staff
and shall pay a registration fee for each Dog owned

3.2 At the time of registering a Dog, the Ownerisfigoply Municipal Staff with the
following:
(a) Name, civic address, mailing address and telepmumber of the Owner.
(b) Description of the Dog including, where appraf®, proof that the Dog has
been spayed or neutered.
(c) Name and breed of the Dog.
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(d) Registration fee.

3.3 The annual registration fee shall be $20.0@&wh Dog or as amended by Policy of
Council from time to time.

3.4 For the purposes of this By-Law, the registragiear shall mean the period from
January 1st to December 31st.

3.5 A Dog that is trained to assist and assisersgn with a disability is exempt from
paying a registration fee.

3.6 Municipal Staff shall keep a record of everygDegistered, recording the following
information:

(a) Registration date

(b) Registration number

(c) Name of Dog

(d) Description of the Dog — breed and

(e) Name, civic address, mailing address, and tele@ number of the Owner

3.7 Upon registration Municipal Staff shall issueg bearing a serial number and the
year in which it is issued for each Dog registdrgdhe Owner.

3.8 Where a tag issued by Municipal Staff to an @wirecomes lost, the Owner shall
obtain a replacement tag from Municipal Staff faegistration fee of $5.00 or such other
fee set by Policy of Council from time to time

3.9 The Owner of every Dog shall keep the tag dsuehe time of registration on the
collar of the registered Dog at all times.

3.10 A tag may be removed from a registered Dogflaicwhile the Dog is being used
for lawful hunting purposes in the presence anceutite control of the Dog's Owner and
wearing a collar bearing the Owner's name and addre

3.11. The Owner of a Dog shall provide notice tonidipal Staff when they cease to be
the Owner of a Dog which sets out the followingommhation:

(a) The name and address of the new Owner of tlge Do

(b) The Dog's name and description;

(c) The Dog's registration number; and

(d) The reason for ceasing to be the Owner of thg. D
3.12. Municipal Staff may require the Owner of aglo deliver in writing within ten
(10) days of receiving an oral request, a staterktite number of Dogs the Owner
owns, harbours, or habitually keeps on the prenasespied by the Owner.
3.13 Any person resident within the Town of Hantspdho purchases an unregistered
and untagged Dog from the Pound Keeper shall exgise Dog, pay the appropriate fee
and obtain a tag for such Dog before taking it fibe pound.
4. Kennels
No person shall operate a Kennel within the TowhRlahtsport.
5. Dog Control and Pound
5.1. The Town may contract to fill the positionmdg Control Officer or Pound Keeper
5.2 The Dog Control Officer(s) may enforce the smns contained in this By-Law.

é. Offences

6.1 Every Owner of a Dog is guilty of an offence:
(a) Who fails to register the Dog pursuant to $ec8.1;
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(b) Whose Dog is not wearing a tag pursuant toi@e&.9;

(c) Who fails to notify Municipal Staff of cessati@f Ownership of a Dog
pursuant to Section 3.11;

(d) Who fails to provide a written statement purgua Section 3.12;

(e) Whose Dog Runs At Large;

() Whose Dog persistently disturbs the quiet &f tieighbourhood by barking,
howling or otherwise;

(g) Who harbours, keeps, or has under care, comtirection a Dog that is
Fierce or Dangerous; other than a Dog that isedhto assist and is assisting a
person with a disability.

(h) Who fails to remove a Dog'’s feces from publiogerty or private property,
other than the Owner’s, unless the Dog is trainegssist and is assisting a person
with a disability.

6.2 Where a person harbours, keeps or has undgraantrol or direction a Fierce or
Dangerous Dog that attacks or bites an individuahall be a defence to a charge under
Section 6.1 (g) that at the time of the attackherhiting:
(a) The Dog was being tormented or abused by treper domestic animal
attacked or bitten;
(b) The Dog was acting in defence of itself or espa;
(c) The Dog was acting as a professionally trameard Dog while lawfully
engaged for law enforcement or guard duties; and
(d) The attack or bite was inflicted upon or sustdiby a person who was
committing one or more of the following:
(i) A wilful trespass or other tort;
(ii) A criminal act upon the premises occupied by Owner of the Dog;
or
(i) A trespass contrary to Provincial or Feddragislation.

6.3. For the purpose of prosecutions under 6.f(bof that one individual has been
persistently disturbed shall ipeima facie proof that the neighbourhood has been
disturbed by barking, howling or otherwise

6.4. Municipal Staff may apply to the Governor iau@cil pursuant to the Summary
Proceedings Act, R.S.N.S. 1989, c.450, as amenadd&dve the offences under this By-
Law designated by the Summary Offence Ticket Reiguia to permit the use of
summary offence tickets for prosecuting such o#sna appropriate circumstances.

7 Impounding

7.1 The Dog Control Officer may, without noticediocomplaint against the Owner,
impound any Dog that:
(a) Runs At Large contrary to this By-Law;
(b) Is not registered or not wearing a tag requingthis By-Law;
(c) Is Fierce or Dangerous;
(d) Is rabid or appears to be rabid or exhibitsggms of canine madness; or
(e) Persistently disturbs the quiet of the neighboad by barking, howling or
otherwise.

7.2. Except in the case where a Dog is impoundeldimg Fierce or Dangerous, or is
rabid or appears to be rabid or exhibits symptofht&nine madness, the Owner of a Dog
which has been impounded, upon proof of OwnershipeoDog, may redeem the Dog
after payment of Pound Fees.

7.3 In the case of redemption of a Dog which hatagattached to it the Pound
Keeper shall register the Dog and issue a taggace the tag, and require payment of
the appropriate registration fee as provided by By-Law.

7.4 Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Owner of &wg, which has been impounded
for its third infraction of Running at Large contydo this By-Law within the space of
twenty-four (24) months, shall not be permittedeédeem such Dog.
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7.5 Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Owner of &wog which has been impounded
either pursuant to Section 6.1, or to the warraovigions contained in the Municipal
Government Act, S.N.S. 1998, c.18, as amendedyratsfthird infraction of persistently
disturbing the quiet of the neighbourhood by bagkimowling or otherwise contrary to
this By-Law within the space of twenty-four (24) ntbs shall not be permitted to
redeem such Dog.

8. Disposal

8.1 The Dog Control Officer may, without noticediocomplaint against the Owner,
Dispose Of on sight, any Dog that:

(@) Is Fierce or Dangerous

(b) Is rabid, or appears to be rabid or exhibitagpms of canine madness.

8.2 The Dog Control Officer may, after two (2) weit warnings have been given to the
Owner that the Dog has been Running at Large,unlired) capture, Dispose Of on sight,
any Dog which has successfully eluded the captiieenats of the Dog Control Officer.

8.3 Any Dog, which has not been redeemed by itseovahthe expiry of a period of
seventy-two (72) hours after being impounded, meagither sold or Disposed Of by the
Pound Keeper.

8.4 Notwithstanding Section 8.3, whenever the sgvievo (72) hours of impounding
time expires on a weekend, the Pound Keeper sblaliduch Dog until the expiry of the
first business day following the weekend to perimgt Owner to redeem the Dog.

8.5 Notwithstanding Section 8.3, the Pound Keepall siot sell a Dog which is Fierce or
Dangerous, or which is rabid, or which appearsetoabid or which exhibits symptoms
of canine madness.

8.6 Wherever the Pound Keeper has been granteditherity to sell a Dog under this
By-Law, the proceeds of the sale shall be forwatdetie Town.

9. Notice

9.1 The Owner of a missing Dog has the onus taaéte whether their Dog has been
impounded.

9.2 The Pound Keeper shall check the tag of eveppunded Dog and attempt to
contact the registered Owner.

10. Penalties

Any person who contravenes this By-Law is liablesammary conviction to a fine

of not less than Two Hundred dollars ($200.00) moidmore than Five Thousand dollars
($5,000.00) and in default of payment to imprisontrfer a period not exceeding thirty
(30) days.

11. Additional Penalty

At the trial of a charge laid against the Ownead@og that is Fierce or Dangerous, that
persistently disturbs the quiet of a neighbourhloptharking, howling or otherwise or
that Runs at Large, contrary to this By-Law, iniéidd to the penalty, the judge may
order that the:

(a) Dog be destroyed or otherwise dealt with, and

(b) Owner pay any costs incurred by the Town relé&bethe Dog, including costs

related to the seizure, impounding or destructithe Dog,

and it is not necessary to prove that the

(c) Dog previously attacked or injured a domestiicreal, person or property, or

(d) Dog had a propensity to injure of to damagemektic animal, person or

property: or
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(e) Defendant knew that the Dog had such propensiyas, or is, accustomed to
doing acts causing injury or damage.

12. Repeal

All previous Dog By-Laws and amendments of the TosfrHantsport are
hereby repealed.

, Jeffrey A. Lawrence, Chief Administrative Office
for the Town of Hantsport, do hereby certify thnet t
foregoing is a true copy of a by-law duly passeal at
duly called meeting of the Town Council of the Town
of Hantsport and held onthe  day of

Given under the hand of the Chief Administrative
Officer and under the corporate seal of the sawilo
this day of .

JEFFREY A. LAWRENCE Chief Administrative
Officer



