Town of Hantsport

Cemetery Committee

February 17, 2009

Minutes

Present: 
Rob Zwicker, Chair, Brian Bishop, Jane Haliburton, Faye Hill 

Regrets:
Shannon Cunningham, Jeff Lawrence

Also Present:  Heather Davidson, Peter Johnston, Lorraine McQueen

1. Call to Order:  R. Zwicker called the meeting to order. 

2. Approval of the Agenda:

The agenda was approved.

3. Minutes of the Last Meeting:  

Members reported that they had not received electronic copies of January minutes.  L. McQueen will follow-up.

On a motion by J. Haliburton and F. Hill it was

Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting of January 27/09 as presented.  Carried. 

4. Business arising: 

.4.1 Cemetery Position Descriptions:  R. Zwicker reported that council had approved the position descriptions of Cemetery Manager and seasonal Caretaker.  H. Davidson has advertised the Caretaker position in the Hants Journal, in the Town Newsletter and on the Town Website.  Feb. 28 is the application deadline.  It was agreed that hiring would be of an individual and not a contractor.  It was agreed that the CAO will be asked to confirm the pay scale and public works will be asked to provide necessary tools.  

5. Cemetery Manager’s Report:

H. Davidson presented her report and made the following points:

· There is no one in Windsor who will repair iron monuments.  Members suggested that Sam Schurman might be able to do this work.  

· Heritage Monuments will reset gravestones for $50-$100.  A budget for this work would be useful.

· Recently a grave was dug and the gravedigger stated he would be back in the spring to place topsoil, grass seed and fertilizer on the site.  Members suggested this should be the standard expectation for each burial.

· The Town website should have a section on the Cemetery.  The Town IT technician says this is possible.

6. Hantsport and Area Historical Society (HAHS) Report:

HAHS has a cemetery committee and has the restoration of the Riverbank Cemetery as its terms of reference.  To this end, the committee is applying for grants and holding a fund raising concert on April 19 at the Fire Hall from 2:30-5pm.  Plus Four and Stan Carew will be the featured acts.  Funds raised will support restoration work in the old cemetery including repair of the stone wall near the Churchill plot.  In addition, the committee is planning a June1-5 Earth Week work party at the Cemetery.  Publicity for these events will be in News and Views and through a letter to families who have plots in the cemetery.

7.  Review of the Cemetery By-Law:

This item was deferred to the next meeting.

8. Long Range Plans/Vision:

Members agreed that the new section needs vision and long range planning both to enhance its appearance and to provide for a suitable green belt screening from adjacent property.  It was agreed that R. Zwicker would follow up on the suggestion that the Kingstec Horticultural students may take this on as a project.  H. Davidson stated she would be pleased to give a presentation to the students.

9. Date of Next Meeting:

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 17/09 at 4pm in the Town Office.

11. Adjournment:  

On a motion of F. Hill the meeting was adjourned.  

Approved

____________________________________

Committee Chair

Lorraine McQueen
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